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﻿
Diacritical Marks in Roman Script for Sanskrit (IAST System) with Pronunciation Examples﻿
﻿
﻿
---﻿
﻿
1. Vowels (Svara)﻿
﻿
DevanagariIASTExampleMeaning﻿
﻿
अarama (रम)to enjoy﻿
आāRāma (राम)Lord Rama﻿
इivid (वित्)knowledge root﻿
ईīśrī (श्री)auspicious﻿
उuguru (गुरु)teacher﻿
ऊūsūtra (सूत्र)aphorism﻿
ऋṛkṛta (कृत)done﻿
ॠṝ(rare) e.g. ṝṣiextended vowel﻿
ऌḷtheoretical—﻿
ॡḹtheoretical—﻿
एeveda (वेद)knowledge﻿
ओoyoga (योग)union﻿
ऐaiaiśvarya (ऐश्वर्य)prosperity﻿
औauauṣadha (औषध)medicine﻿
﻿
﻿
﻿
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﻿
2. Consonants (Vyañjana)﻿
﻿
(Devanagari → IAST → Pronunciation Examples)﻿
﻿
﻿
---﻿
﻿
A. Gutturals – Ka-varga﻿
﻿
DevanagariIASTExampleMeaning﻿
﻿
कkkala (कल)art﻿
खkhkhaḍga (खड्ग)sword﻿
गggati (गति)movement﻿
घghghana (घन)dense﻿
ङṅaṅga (अङ्ग)limb﻿
﻿
﻿
﻿
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﻿
B. Palatals – Ca-varga﻿
﻿
DevanagariIASTExampleMeaning﻿
﻿
चccitta (चित्त)mind﻿
छchchandra (चन्द्र)moon﻿
जjjapa (जप)chanting﻿
झjhjhāṭa (झाट)fast / sudden﻿
ञñjñāna (ज्ञान → jñāna)**knowledge﻿
﻿
﻿
﻿
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C. Retroflex – Ṭa-varga﻿
﻿
DevanagariIASTExampleMeaning﻿
﻿
टṭṭaṭa (तट → ṭaṭa)bank/shore﻿
ठṭhṭhakkura (ठक्कुर)lord/master﻿
डḍpaḍa (पड)step﻿
ढḍhḍhaka (ढक)cover﻿
णṇmaṇḍala (मण्डल)circle﻿
﻿
﻿
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D. Dentals – Ta-varga﻿
﻿
DevanagariIASTExampleMeaning﻿
﻿
तttapas (तपस्)austerity﻿
थththala (थल)surface﻿
दddanta (दन्त)tooth﻿
धdhdharma (धर्म)righteous duty﻿
नnnava (नव)new﻿
﻿
﻿
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﻿
E. Labials – Pa-varga﻿
﻿
DevanagariIASTExampleMeaning﻿
﻿
पppada (पद)word﻿
फphphala (फल)fruit﻿
बbbhava (भव → bhava)**existence﻿
भbhbhakti (भक्ति)devotion﻿
मmmana (मन)mind﻿
﻿
﻿
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﻿
3. Semivowels﻿
﻿
DevanagariIASTExampleMeaning﻿
﻿
यyyoga (योग)union﻿
रrrasa (रस)essence﻿
लlloka (लोक)world﻿
वvveda (वेद)knowledge﻿
﻿
﻿
﻿
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﻿
4. Sibilants & Aspirate﻿
﻿
DevanagariIASTExampleMeaning﻿
﻿
शśśiva (शिव)Shiva﻿
षṣṣaḍaṅga (षडङ्ग)six-limbed﻿
सssatyam (सत्य)truth﻿
हhhari (हरि)Vishnu﻿
﻿
﻿
﻿
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5. Special Marks﻿
﻿
DevanagariIASTExampleMeaning﻿
﻿
ंṃahaṃ (अहं)I/am﻿
ँṃ̐oṃ̐ (ओं)sacred nasal﻿
ःḥnamaḥ (नमः)salutation﻿

